CHAPTER XIII
PASSAGE TO INDIA
IN OCTOBER 1 WAS DUE TO SAIL FOR INDIA, AND THE MANY
preparations for six years' residence there, including the
collection of equipment for another Everest Expedition,
fully occupied the intervening weeks. During one of these
weeks, however, I found time to get to know the girl who
was afterwards to become my wife. She stayed with us
at Kendal, and accompanied us on some good family
walks and picnics. It was at that time that I first gave
serious thought to matrimony. But I already knew that
I should be one of those who were to make a further attempt
on Everest during the following year, and it was obviously
unfair to ask a girl to marry me immediately before I took
this serious risk. It was just as unfair, so it seemed to me,
to ask her to become engaged to me during such an anxious
period. So I said nothing, being content to register a
devout hope that no one would snatch her away in the
meanwhile, a hope which, happily for me, was fulfilled.
The lectures on the Everest Expedition had provided
me with some seven hundred pounds, which, reinforced
by the kind gifts of several of my relations, and by a fund
which Dr. Pugh had collected in India, sufficed to buy a
good and up-to-date X-ray and lighting plant for Neyyoor.
The collection of the various components for this apparatus
occupied a good deal of my time during the summer of
1923, and these impedimenta were ready only just in time
for me to take them with me. At length, all preparations
were over, and at the end of September I set sail, after
saying good-bye to my parents, for five or six years. What
would that time bring forth ? Death on Everest ? A
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